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When was the last time you gazed into a starry night sky? Maybe it was when you went for a late night
stroll while vacationing. Or, perhaps you've enjoyed a diamond-studded night sky while taking a pleas-
ure cruise. The truth is, most of us don’t spend a lot of time star gazing anymore. It’s not that we don’t
want to. We're just not as impressed with the night sky as we used to be. The reason? Light pollution.
Modern cities are too bright. They’re generating too much ambient light. That light is washing out the
starry wonder of the night sky. Astronomers are especially upset with all of the “light pollution” our
cities are generating.

Unfortunately, when we do look up into the night sky, it’s usually to read a sign. “McDonald’s,”
“Marriott,” and “Open 24 Hours,” — these are the lights that illumine the modern night sky. The light
generated from our cities is so great, we're tempted to forget how dark the night truly is. We can forget
about the dangers that lurk in the shadows. We can forget about the nighttime fears our ancestors
knew.

Our world can be a dark place. Despite the light pollution, our world can be quite dark. Unfortunately,

the world’s natural darkness is mirrored in the reality of spiritual darkness. We are living in dark times.
Everyday headlines carry stories of suffering. The days are dark. The hearts of many are cold. In some

places, a quiet desperation hangs in the air.

Fortunately, there is hope. There is light in the midst of the darkness. That light is the Church. In the
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus declared the Church to be the light of the world (Matt. 5:14 NIV). The bril-
liance of His glory has blazed into our lives bringing light, warmth and hope. Now, that hope is ours to
share.

The Church is the light of the world — when it is working right. The problem is, many churches aren’t
working right. They’ve been given a great light, but they’re hiding it. Instead of sharing the Gospel with
clarity and conviction, many churches are hiding the message behind curtains of compromise. Let’s not
be one of those churches.

Now, at the beginning of a new year, let’s determine anew to be the light of the world. Let’s resolve to be
the Church that Jesus built. Let’s continue to be a church that holds to the truth, loves people, and hon-
ors God.

Under construction with you!

Pastor Greg

Inside this issue:

From Our Pastor I

Military, Shut-ins, 2
& Student of the Month

Birthday ,Anniversaries | 2-3

Nursery Workers 3
Greeters 3
Ministry Announce- 4
ments

Greenhouse Preschool |4
Information

Library Report 5

Calendar 6

Wednesday Night Café
OPEN -5 PM TO 7:00 PM

4 - Taco Night (#1)

I - Chicken ‘N Dumplings w/Meat Loaf (#2 & #5)
18 - Chili Night & Fixins (Hot, Medium & Mild)

25 - Pizza Night (#4)

Come and join us
Jan 7th
Fellowship Hall

@
8:30 am

(Bring a Friend!)
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Pam Spain
Kathy Swindle
Ed Nance
Robert Schubert
Helen Shillito
Mike Taylor
Doug Weiss
Kaitlyn Gullett
Don Roesch

Hap Horner
Pam Schwander
Karen Sether
Joey Metheny
Kevin Middleton
Kelly Middleton
Zachary Middleton
Dane Bonebrake
Amelia Brandt
Jeff Slater

Joan Taylor
Francis Hendrickson
Lindsay Vogt
Bryce Brown
Kevin Shinn
Jean Lauer
Lana Randolph
Nick Nance
Drake Tarrant
Darby Tarrant
Amy Shinn

Ron Mcgee

Katherine Strackeljahn
James Kline

Shut -in of the Month

Marj Albaugh
Cambridge House Apt.318
6960 State Rt. 162
Maryville, IL 62062

Student of the Month

Neil Lanter
1137 S. Maryland
Springfield, MO
65807
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FOR OUR MILITARY

Military of the Month

ALEX FARNWORTH
FT. CAMPBELL, KY.
(Cards should be sent c/o Ray
& Nancy Farnworth, 103 Echo
Valley Drive, Collinsville
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ANNIVERSARIES

6 John & Mary Ann Bowers

20 David & Kathie Goodwin
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Looking For a

Sunday School Class ?

T  Would you like to get connected
in a bible study?

T Would you like to meet other
people and make friends?

For classes offered, or more info
call the church office, 344 -2713.

DESK Lois Waldvogel
9 am A OPEN
B&2s Aly Wagner
[0am A Alaqua Vallina
B&2s Ashley Stroup
8 DESK Sharon Rawdon
9am A OPEN
B&2’s Aly Wagner
[0am A Laurie Farmer
B&2’s Mary Lacopo
15 DESK Norma Mohler
9am A Ray James/ Jean Lauer
B&2’s Aly Wagner
[0am A Tomoko Crawford
B&?2s Mary Shea
22 DESK Lavelle King
9am A OPEN
B&2’s Aly Wagner
[0am A Amy Shea/L. Randolph
B&?2s Pam Spain
29 DESK Pat Kirk
9am A OPEN
B&2’s Aly Wagner
[0am A OPEN
B&?2s OPEN
1 Perry & Nancy Fox
8 Mike & Barbara Brown
15 Bruce & Terry Dye
22 Lavelle King & Cookie Wicker

Jean Lauer & Rae James
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Grand Prix Workshopwill be held on
Jan. 7 & 14th
Grand Prix Racewill be
Jan 21st !l

P Op
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e
ko > Good Shepherd Lutheran Church i

@y . 4O hosting a special weekly seminar
and support group for people who
are grieving the death of a loved one. You are wel
come to begin attending the group at any session.
A new session wild@l begi
held in the fellowship room at Good Shepherd Lu
theran Church, 1300 Beltline Road, Collinsville.
Youdl | find encour ageme
travel the journey from mourning to joy. Please call

the Good Shepherd church office at 3443151 to
register or for more information.
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Jan. 14.

MENG6S NI GHT OUT
Bl uebs Hockey Gar

N growing Place for Young Chlldre,,,

9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Tuition $125 p/mo
($40 registration fee)
Call the church office
(344-2713) for more info.

Help support

Greenhouse Preschool

GH has enrolled in Schnucks’ e-script
program where up to 3% of your gro-
cery purchases will go toward the
school (the percentage depends on the
amount of purchases you make but is
at least 1%). There is no cost to you or
the church,

Contact Eldon Klein to get your card,
or stop by the office. Make a simple
phone call to have the card activated
and let the Schnuck’s cashier scan it
each time you check out.
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CHURCH LIBRARY 5
2t/S When thereds no man aro

_ more serious note is Beside the Empty Cradle
Where did December go? All of those books that  |nfertility, the death of an infant, the loss of a

you were going to read=and that Bible study that  child for any reason is cause for deep concern.

you were going to start !ThsalftfHhaswisd fidgestiofsdor theodetsti-
about the past hours that got wasted, so there is fering and for those who seek to help.

: A |
only one thing to do- get with it today! And do we Finally, we have t weanma

have the neV\{ books for y(?u to start with. this time they ARE for the early teenager.TJ and
What better title to start with than Putting Your the Time Stumblers/ AAAAARGH!'ANd TJ and
Pastinits Place? Thesubt i t | e i s 0 MotNeiTimé StumBlérs/New Kid Catastrophes
ward in Freedom and For ¢pi|wgnes syad kWhyto nyet t g

way to start anything? The next book is not a I almost forgot two books | really want you to
r ry-the title i It is writ- A . . :
true story-the title is The Judas Gospellt is writ read. The first isDancing With Max. It is about a

ten by Bill Myers. Remember him?2the McGee > s .
Tes QppmAT s AYFic Feiysyhappens,(q by
arl es Colsonos 'grands

series, all of those spc}'

and on. Bill has to be the most creative author in tC h f1h ¢ . at
the teen Christian circle. You have to read this 0 come up with Some of theé most amazing state-

one (it si for adults also) to get the big picture. ments- thoughts that thoroughly blow his grand-

And another one that will knock your socks off pa away. The second_one Is a secretyou will
laughing is The Fine Art of Insincerity. Spend a have to ask whoever is the librarian on duty.
weekend in Coastal Georgia with three women Hope to see you soon

who clean house in more ways than one. We

need to get serious. Recovering the Real Lost

Gospelwill help us. Author Bock feels as if the

U.S. has lost some recognition of the true gospel

message. What is your definition of the real mes-

sage?Money and Marriage is probably a book

most of us should read but especially engaged

and newly wed couples. You should read this

next title several times over: Secrets to Parent-

ing You adult child. Speaking about parents and

children, we have Single Mims Raising Sons

which is sub titled Preparing Boys To Be Men

oo

nd.


http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95100954&keywords=church%20library&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95099539&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=&image_source_id=

gl% Page 6 Volume 11, EE_UG\J\\ gl%
January 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9 am Sunday 830am
School Office 10am Tabitha Mends Br
10:20 am WorshipClosed Circle 5-7 Café Dinner | 7pm CE Mtg.
. AWANA Grand

Svc 6pm AWANA 7pm Praise Tean Prix Wkshp
5:00 pm Youth 7pm Mission Mtg. 6:30 pm Prayer | Reh
Grp Mtg.
6:30 pm Youth No Choir
Grp
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9 am Sunday AWANA
School 5-7 Café Dinner Grand Prix Wksh
10:20 am Worship 6pm AWANA 7pm Praise Tean Mends Ni
Svc 6:30pm Prayer | Reh (Blues Hockey)
5:00 pm Youth Mtg.
Grp 7:30pm Choir
6:30 pm Youth Resumes
Grp
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9 am Sunday AWANA
School MLK Day 5-7 Café Dinner Grand Prix Race
10:20 am Worship 6pm AWANA 7pm Praise Tean
Svc No Greenhouse 6:30pm Prayer
5:00 pm Youth Mtg.
Grp 7:30pm Choir Reh
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9 am Sunday
School 5-7 Café Dinner
10:20 am Worship 6pm AWANA 7pm Praise Tean
Svc 6:30pm Prayer
5:00 pm Youth Mtg.
Grp 730pm Choir Reh
29 30 31
9 am Sunday
School
10:20 am Worship

Svc
5:00 pm Youth
Grp

gt



